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 The regular meeting of the Deerfield Town Board was held Monday, April 14, 
2008 at the Municipal Building. Supervisor Scott Mahardy called the meeting to order by 
7:30 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Present were Councilperson Peggy 
Boshart, Councilperson Ronald Hajdasz, Councilperson Richard Ruskey, Councilperson 
James Sullivan and Supervisor Scott Mahardy. Also present were Town Clerk Mary 
Ruckel, Highway Superintendent Samuel Arcuri, Jr. and Town Attorney William 
Schmitt. Town Clerk Ruckel took roll.  
 
 Councilperson Hajdasz offered the motion to approve the minutes of the March 
10, 2008 public hearing on Local Law #1 Reduction of Planning Board Members, second 
by Councilperson Ruskey. Vote taken: Yes – Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson 
Ruskey, Councilperson Sullivan, Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy. 
Motion carried. 
 Councilperson Boshart offered the motion to approve the minutes of the March 
10, 2008 regular Town Board meeting, second by Councilperson Hajdasz. Vote taken: 
Yes – Councilperson Ruskey, Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Sullivan, 
Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy. Motion carried.  
 
EARLY PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR – None received 
 
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATIONS 

 
 Oneida County Department of Finance responded to the Town’s request for an 
updated tax map. A copy of the map was provided to Board of Assessors Chairman 
Haskell on March 20th.  
 The Town received a response from Oneida County Department of Public Works 
for assistance for funding for the Crooked Brook Road Bridge. They informed the Town 
that Federal Aid for new projects will not be available until FFY 2011.  
 The Justice Court application for a grant was not approved due to several 
incomplete items. This will be reviewed and sent in again.  
 Youth Director Karen Day sent in summary of the Youth Program including the 
number of youth and adults attending for the Town Board’s review.  
 Supervisor Mahardy responded to Zurich Surety and Financial Claims on March 
17th regarding the punch list for the new Highway Garage and advising them that the 
Town is waiting for the Town Engineer, Al Zangrilli, to sign off on each item of the 
punch list.  
 Supervisor Mahardy sent a letter to the Town Justices regarding Resolutions #40-
2008 and #41-2008 that had been tabled at the March Town Board meeting and asking 
for additional information. He also asked if they would contact the Oneida County 
Magistrates Association to take them up on their offer to conduct a security audit for the 
Town. 
 Zangrilli Engineering sent a letter to R.E. Alexander Co., Inc. on April 1st with 24 
items on the punch list to be corrected on the new Highway Garage. On April 1st Mr. 
Zangrilli also sent a punch list of items to be corrected to S.C. Spencer Electric and 
Giruzzi Plumbing & Heating, Inc.   
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 Mr. Miller, President of Richard E. Alexander Co., Inc. sent Zangrilli Engineering 
a letter on April 11, 2008 stating that the punch list item are completed except for three 
items. The Town is waiting for Mr. Zangrilli to certify that the punch list is completed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Water District #6 – Water District #6 construction began today and should be 
completed in 30 days.  

 
2. New Highway Garage – The punch list items are being worked on. The tanks 

have been sealed. The Town is waiting for the punch list items to be verified as 
complete and correct. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. Resolution #43-2008 2008 Pavement Marking Agreement – This is an 

agreement between the Town and Oneida County Department of Public Works to 
stripe the Town roads. Councilperson Hajdasz offered the motion to approve 
Resolution #43-2008 as so presented, second by Councilperson Sullivan. Vote 
taken: Yes – Councilperson Ruskey, Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson 
Sullivan, Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy. Motion carried.  

 
2. Resolution #44-2008 Crooked Brook Road Culvert Repairs – This resolution 

directs and authorizes the Highway Superintendent to proceed with the necessary 
repairs of the Crooked Brook Road Culvert repairs. The estimated cost of $60,570 
does not include labor, equipment rental, environmental protection, maintenance 
and protection of traffic, guide rail, excavation and disposal.  There will be a 
meeting on Wednesday at 9:30 AM to finalize the process with Shumaker 
Engineering. Councilperson Boshart offered the motion to approve Resolution 
#44-2008 pending the final resolution on Wednesday, second by Councilperson 
Sullivan. Vote taken: Yes –Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Ruskey, 
Councilperson Sullivan, Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy. Motion 
carried. 

 
3. Resolution #45-2008 Roadside Mowing Agreement – This resolution approves 

the agreement between the County of Oneida and the Town of Deerfield for 
roadside mowing from May 2008 through September 2008. The compensation for 
mowing 17.82 miles of County Roads is $250 per mile, not to exceed $4,455. The 
amount is for labor and expenses; the County will supply the equipment. The 
amount is the same as last year. Councilperson Sullivan offered the motion to 
approve Resolution #45-2008 as so presented, second by Councilperson Ruskey. 
Vote taken: Yes –Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Ruskey, Councilperson 
Sullivan, Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy. Motion carried. 

 
4. Resolution #46-2008 Appointment of Building Inspector – Supervisor 

Mahardy conducted many interviews. Many interviewed worked full-time. There 
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were two that were certified, one works full-time and the other has flexible hours. 
John Fewer of Sherrill is fully certified and has a strong background in code 
enforcement. Mr. Fewer’s start date will be determined. The compensation is 
$15.00 an hour, which will be paid monthly from budget #A3620.1. 
Councilperson Sullivan offered the motion to approve Resolution #46-2008, 
second by Councilperson Boshart. Vote taken: Yes –Councilperson Hajdasz, 
Councilperson Ruskey, Councilperson Sullivan, Councilperson Boshart and 
Supervisor Mahardy. Motion carried. Supervisor Mahardy thanked Mr. Abel for 
all of his service to the Town. 

 
OFFICIAL REPORTS 
 

1. County Legislator David Wilcox – No report 
 
2.  Supervisor Scott Mahardy – Supervisor Mahardy’s report was covered during 

the meeting.  
 

3. Councilperson Peggy Boshart – Councilperson Boshart reported several calls 
questioning when the sand on the roads would be picked up. Superintendent 
Arcuri stated that the department would be out. She also received a call regarding 
the condition of Summerset Way and went over to look at the road. It is in terrible 
condition. Superintendent Arcuri has contacted the company that paved it and 
they will be testing it and get back to him. Councilperson Boshart asked if any 
other roads had a problem and was informed it was only Summerset Way.  

 
4. Councilperson Ronald Hajdasz – Councilperson Hajdasz received a call from a 

resident about using town parkland for a hay field. Town Attorney Schmitt 
advised him that the resident would need State Legislative approval. 
Councilperson Hajdasz asked about paying Mr. Korrie’s bill that was tabled at the 
last meeting. He stated that Mr. Korrie did the job and should be paid. 
Councilperson Boshart stated that the County pays him as machine custodian and 
that it should be covered under that pay. A discussion was held as to whether this 
is a yearly payment or whether it would be for each primary and regular election. 
Attorney Schmitt suggested that bill be tabled until next month for clarification. 
Councilperson Hajdasz stated that the new Building Inspector would not be 
available as Mr. Abel was. He has noticed that the Building Inspectors throughout 
the state are not as easy to see and that you may have to wait a day or two for an 
appointment. Councilperson Sullivan stated that Mr. Fewer is going to make it as 
easy as possible for someone to see him. Mr. Fewer has a monthly chart that 
shows when he is available, including the days and hours. This chart will be 
posted in the Town Clerk’s Office. 

 
5. Councilperson Richard Ruskey – Councilperson Ruskey received calls about 

the sand issue. He also reported a problem with water run-off in Fineview Drive. 
The run-off has been diverted and now goes on Mrs. Mann’s yard, pushing the 
water up against her cellar. A discussion was held about the culvert and also about 
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soapsuds coming out of the culvert. Superintendent Arcuri has taken pictures of 
the water in Mrs. Mann’s back yard. Supervisor Mahardy, Superintendent Arcuri 
and Councilperson Ruskey will go to the site on Wednesday after the meeting to 
look the situation over.  

 
6. Councilperson James Sullivan – Councilperson Sullivan reported that he has 

been up to the Town Garage. Giruzzi Plumbing found a leak in the electrical 
conduit, which accounts for the water going into the tank. They have patched the 
leak and sealed the conduit. He reported receiving calls about the sand removal 
and the missing fire hydrant. Councilperson Sullivan did research on court 
attendants. Whitestown has three justices and one court attendant. Deerfield has 
three court attendants. It would cost $56.00 per hour to have a Sheriff Deputy to 
man the metal detector for security. Supervisor Mahardy stated that the town has 
requested to have a security audit done. 

 
7. Town Clerk Mary Ruckel – Town Clerk Ruckel reported that people are calling 

about the Town-Wide Garage Sale, which is set for May 16-18. Newsletter items 
need to be in by tomorrow. Town Clerk Ruckel attend the Tug Hill Government 
Classes in Watertown along with Farley and Lura Raymo. She and Deputy Clerk 
Waldron have completed the census report and sent it in. There are 110 new 
houses in the town and many discrepancies were found and corrected. The local 
law and the town board minutes will be posted on the web site.  

 
8. Highway Superintendent Samuel Arcuri, Jr. – Superintendent Arcuri reported 

that he would be attending classes at Oneida County on the 23rd for traffic signs. 
They changed all the laws on signs. On June 2-4 he will be attending Highway 
Superintendents School. The Town’s surplus equipment will be going on E-Bay. 
A decision will be made on the Crooked Brook Road Bridge at the meeting on 
Wednesday and hopes to do the project in May. CHIPS money is up 22.58% and 
that is good news for all towns in the state. 

 
9. Board of Assessors Chairman George Haskell – Chairman Haskell reported 

that the tentative roll has been turned in, assessment change notices will be in the 
mail by May 1st and Grievance Day is set for May 27th.  

 
10. Planning Board Chairman Charles Ellsworth – Chairman Ellsworth reported 

that the Planning Board will be addressing two business signs, boarding a horse 
on a small lot and clarification on zoning.  

 
11. Building Inspector – No report 

 
12. Town Historian Jozef Malinowski – Historian Malinowski reported attending 

the Oneida County’s Historians Assoc. meeting. October 4th has been set for 
Oneida County History Day. He is looking into grant money for historical 
cabinets.  
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13. Parks Committee Chairman Jackie Story – Chairman Story asked if there has 
been any rental requests for hour extension beyond 9:00 PM. Town Clerk Ruckel 
stated no and that any request would have to go before the Town Board. Mrs. 
Story asked if the security deposit has helped with problems at the park. She was 
informed that people complain about the deposit, but that they rent the park for 
the next year. She thanked Town Clerk Ruckel for her work with the park rental 
and the problems that occur. She thanked the Supervisor for following through on 
the sign. Town Clerk Ruckel reported that Mr. Loin asked about the condition of 
the sign on the corner of Walker and Firehouse Roads. Supervisor Mahardy 
reported that he has spoken with Mr. Hoffman about all the signs in the town.  

 
14. Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman Farley Raymo – Chairman Raymo 

reported that an area variance public hearing will be held on April 23rd at 7:30 
PM. Chairman Raymo and Planning Board Member Buchner attended the 
Windmill Seminar at HCCC last Saturday.  

 
15. Senior Director Lura Raymo – Mrs. Raymo reported that the seniors are 

growing. On May 8th Attorney Coutlee will be addressing Protecting Your Assets 
at 12:30 PM. A trip to the Lilac Festival in Rochester is planned for May 14th.  

 
16. Youth Director Karen Day – Mrs. Day received a call from a resident about the 

Wildlife Festival. She was informed that NYPA host the Wildlife Festival in one 
area for only three years and then host it in another area of the state. The Youth 
Program is between programs at this time. Councilperson Boshart thanked Mrs. 
Day for her report. 

 
17. Town Attorney William Schmitt – No report 

 
MEDIA TIME – None 
 
LATE PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 
 
 Town Clerk Mary Ruckel – Town Clerk Ruckel will be doing the Ride for 
Missing Children on May 9th. All donations for the cause would be greatly appreciated. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Councilperson Boshart offered the motion to go into Executive Session to discuss 
a potential legal issue, second by Councilperson Ruskey. Vote taken: Yes –
Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Ruskey, Councilperson Sullivan, Councilperson 
Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy. Motion carried.   
 Councilperson Sullivan offered the motion to come out of Executive Session, 
second by Councilperson Hajdasz. Vote taken: Yes –Councilperson Hajdasz, 
Councilperson Ruskey, Councilperson Sullivan, Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor 
Mahardy. Motion carried. 
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GENERAL BILLS 

 
 The General Bills were audited. Councilperson Hajdasz offered the motion to pay 
the General Bills with the correction that #159 should be $528 instead of $530, second by 
Councilperson Ruskey. Vote taken: Yes –Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Ruskey, 
Councilperson Sullivan, Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy. Motion carried. 
 
HIGHWAY BILLS 

 
 The Highway Bills were audited. Councilperson Hajdasz offered the motion to 
approve the Highway Bills with the correction #90 should be West Canada Supply 
instead of Mitchelson Supply and add #118 for $189.30 for Mitchelson Supply for a total 
of $37,837.22, second by Councilperson Boshart. Vote taken: Yes –Councilperson 
Hajdasz, Councilperson Ruskey, Councilperson Sullivan, Councilperson Boshart and 
Supervisor Mahardy. Motion carried. 
 
 Councilperson Hajdasz offered the motion to adjourn, second by Councilperson 
Sullivan. Vote taken: Yes –Councilperson Hajdasz, Councilperson Ruskey, 
Councilperson Sullivan, Councilperson Boshart and Supervisor Mahardy. Motion carried. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
     Lura Raymo, Secretary 
 
  


