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The Deerfield Town Board held a public hearing on the proposed Town Budget for 2011 on November 
8, 2010 at the Municipal Building.  Present were Councilpersons Richard Ruskey, Charles Ellsworth, 
Peggy Boshart, Supervisor Scott Mahardy, Town Clerk Mary Ruckel and Attorney for the Town 
William Schmitt.  Supervisor Scott Mahardy called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  Town Clerk Mary Ruckel took the roll.  
 
Supervisor Scott Mahardy reviewed the highlights of the 2011 budget. 
 
The General Fund expenditure is up by $28,289 (4.2%).  There were large increases in fuel, 
communication equipment, drain tank pumping, park facility maintenance and a small decrease in 
trash expense.  (Once again, no increase in General Fund tax.) 
 
Revenue will be short by $65,000 to be made up by withdrawal from the fund balance which will leave 
$1,300,000 there.   
 
Highway expenses are up from $913,000 to $955,000 (3%).  This is for wage increases to both 
elected and hired workers and is the right thing to do.  There will be a new health insurance plan with 
lower co-payments and with an option for each beneficiary to buy additional coverage at his own 
expense.  Salt is expected to cost $8,000 more and road improvement is up from $175,000 to 
$185,000.  Oneida County conducted a road survey to help us formulate a ten year plan whereby we 
do 4.5 miles each year which will cost $500,000 eventually.   
 
All this leads to a tax rate of $6.7501 in 2011 compared to $6.88 in 2010 but it is still fiscally prudent.  
One sewer district is now paid for so debt service is gone.   
 
The dollar effect of the dog control problem is unknown at this time.  The new Local Law about dogs 
has been tabled until December, but there will be additional expense.   
 
Committees have been active during the year and had a large input on this proposed budget.  
 
Lura Raymo expressed approval about using prison inmates to do park facility repairs.   
She said that this effort is good for both parties.   
 
Councilperson Peggy Boshart moved and Councilperson Richard Ruskey seconded a motion to 
adjourn.  Councilpersons Ruskey, Ellsworth, Boshart, and Supervisor Mahardy voted yes, the motion 
was carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM.   
  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Mary G. Ruckel, Town Clerk  


