
The Deerfield Town Board held its regular monthly meeting on January 14, 2013 at the 
Municipal Building.  Present were Councilpersons Charles Ellsworth, Pat Benzo, 
Michael Collins, David Barone, Supervisor Scott Mahardy, Town Clerk Tracy Jubis, and 
Attorney for the town William Schmitt.  Supervisor Scott Mahardy called the meeting to 
order at 7:30 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Town Clerk Tracy Jubis took the roll. 
 
MINUTES 
Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and Councilperson Pat Benzo seconded a 
motion that the minutes of the regular Town Board meeting of December 10, 2012 be 
approved.  Councilpersons Ellsworth, Benzo, Collins, Barone, and Supervisor Scott 
Mahardy voted yes, and the motion was approved. 
 
Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and Councilperson Dave Barone seconded a 
motion that the minutes of the special Town Board meeting of December 27, 2012 be 
approved.  Councilpersons Ellsworth, Benzo, Collins, Barone, and Supervisor Scott 
Mahardy voted yes, and the motion was approved. 
 
EARLY PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:  No one spoke 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  
Supervisor Mahardy stated that in a letter dated January 9th 2013, Planning Board 
member Dan Chirillo gave his resignation effective February 2013 due to his move to 
South Carolina in the spring.  Supervisor Mahardy said about 3-3 ½ weeks ago he 
received a call from the State Comptroller; they want to come up and check on the 
calculations for the tax cap.  They came up and did the calculations; we received a letter 
from State Comptroller stating that “We were materially within the allowable limits.”   We 
came in at 1.98%, just under the 2% cap.  Last piece of correspondence came from 
David Eaton; he basically was keeping us informed on his complaints with Time Warner.  
Stating that he was quoted a price from Time Warner, but every month since 
September, he has been billed different amounts.  Mr. Eaton has written Time Warner 
three times, with no response to date.  Supervisor Mahardy stated that he has received 
numerous calls from residents complaining about their Time Warner service and bills. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
RESOLUTION 20-2013 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Councilperson Dave Barone moved and Councilperson Charles Ellsworth seconded a 
motion that the Town Board of the Town of Deerfield does hereby schedule February 
11, 2013 PM as the time and date for a public hearing for the purposes of considering 
the adoption of a Local Law imposing a further one hundred and eighty (180) day 
moratorium on the activity known as hydraulic fracturing and/or hydrofracking in the 
Town of Deerfield.  Councilpersons Ellsworth, Benzo, Collins, Barone, and Supervisor 
Scott Mahardy voted yes, and the motion was approved. 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION 21-2013 STANDARD WORKDAY RESOLUTION 
Councilperson Mike Collins moved and Councilperson Dave Barone seconded a motion 
that the Town Board of the Town of Deerfield, pursuant to regulations established by the 
New York State Comptroller’s Office, does hereby adopt the attached Standard 
Workday Resolution covering the employees and titles contained within.  
Councilpersons Ellsworth, Benzo, Collins, Barone, and Supervisor Scott Mahardy voted 
yes, and the motion was approved. 
 
RESOLUTION 22-2013 ANIMAL SHELTERING AGREEMENT 
Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and Councilperson Pat Benzo seconded a 
motion that the Town Board of the Town of Deerfield does hereby approve the attached 
Animal Sheltering Agreement with the Stevens-Swan Humane Society of Oneida 
County, Inc.  Councilpersons Ellsworth, Benzo, Collins, Barone, and Supervisor Scott 
Mahardy voted yes, and the motion was approved. 
RESOLUTION 23-2013 AUTHORIZATION TO BID 
Councilperson Pat Benzo moved and Councilperson Charles Ellsworth seconded a 
motion that the Town Board of the Town of Deerfield does hereby authorize the attached 
advertisement to accept bids for a replacement pickup truck for the Highway 
Superintendant.  The current truck is a 2004 with 130,000 miles and repairs are 
continuing to mount.  Councilpersons Ellsworth, Benzo, Collins, Barone, and Supervisor 
Scott Mahardy voted yes, and the motion was approved. 
 
RESOLUTION 24-2013 DOG CONTROL OFFICER 
Councilperson Dave Barone moved and Councilperson Charles Ellsworth seconded a 
motion that the Town Board of the Town of Deerfield does hereby appoint Mr. James 
Griffiths of Ravine Drive as an alternate Dog Warden for the Town of Deerfield.  
Councilpersons Ellsworth, Benzo, Collins, Barone, and Supervisor Scott Mahardy voted 
yes, and the motion was approved. 
 
RESOLUTION 25-2013 CLOSING OF THE BOOKS 
Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and Councilperson Pat Benzo seconded a 
motion that the Town Board of the Town of Deerfield does hereby set February 11, 2013 
at 6:30 PM as the date and time for the annual examination of the town books.  
Councilpersons Ellsworth, Benzo, Collins, Barone, and Supervisor Scott Mahardy voted 
yes, and the motion was approved. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Charles Ellsworth, Chair of Policy and Procedures Committee:  Had a Policy and 
Procedures meeting before the Town Board meeting, got heavy in to the changes that 
need to be made, not finding any real problems with manual, and just making sure we 
are following guidelines.  Meeting again on January 28th at 6:30 PM to discuss further.  
Attorney Bill Schmitt was questioning about a Board of Ethics, Supervisor Mahardy 
stated that we are looking for guidance with this and having a board with a minimum of 
two members up to five members. 
Pat Benzo, Chair of Infrastructure Committee:  Nothing to report.  Sam Arcuri Jr. 
reported that there have been a couple issues with the Highway garage with drips up in 



the peaks of the roof.  There has been a lot of ice coming off the building.  Reported that 
the contractor should be finishing up on Thursday at the Municipal Building. 
Dave Barone, Chair of Personnel Committee:  Met with Sam to discuss payroll for the 
snow plowing season.  Sam is looking at other towns to see how they handle theirs.  
Supervisor Mahardy has a few questions as to the OPP pay being $3.00 an hour and 
that is not the overtime rate, just confused as to why OPP pay is less than overtime rate.  
Sam stated that he would like to keep it at $3.00; Supervisor Mahardy is just not sure we 
are able to do that.  Attorney Bill Schmitt recommended calling Nancy Hartman at 
Whitestown and she may be able to clarify.  There are three applicants for the Deputy 
Town Clerk positions, interviews to be scheduled for January 28th.  
 
OFFICIAL REPORTS 
County Legislator Phillip Sacco:  Nothing new to report, spoke briefly about the North 
Utica intersection.  Supervisor Mahardy asked if Mr. Sacco has heard anything through 
the county about Value Tech possibly moving to the SUNY IT sight in Marcy.  Mr. Sacco 
said he hasn’t heard anything about it yet.  Mr. Paul Zaleski was inquiring about what 
the City of Utica was doing about the houses along the arterial, Mr. Sacco believes that 
there is a bid out to demolish 40 to 50 buildings. 
Councilperson Mike Collins:  Nothing to report. 
Councilperson Charles Ellsworth:  Nothing to report. 
Councilperson Dave Barone:  Nothing to report. 
Councilperson Pat Benzo:  Nothing to report. 
Town Clerk Tracy Jubis:  Nothing to report. 
Highway Superintendant Sam Arcuri Jr:  Stated that the transmission on the garbage 
truck is being worked on, cost should be roughly $3,500.  Mentioned again about putting 
an equipment replacement plan in effect, talked to a few neighboring towns to see what 
plans they have, lots of good plans out there.  County is not making street signs 
anymore, talking with City of Utica.  He is very happy to have access to the Town’s 
website and that he’s been updating.   
Building Inspector John Fewer:  Not in attendance. 
Board of Assessors George Haskell:  Stated that we are in the exemption/renewal 
process and all is going well. 
Planning Board:  Not in attendance. 
Zoning Board of Appeals Chair Lura Raymo:  ZBA met and approved an area variance 
left over from last year.  She stated that she received an email from a board member 
containing a resignation, Mahardy has not received as of yet.  She let the board member 
know that they need to put this in writing to Supervisor Mahardy.  With the resignation, 
the ZBA will be needing a new member, would like to see someone from the upper end 
to make a good balance on the board. 
Town Historian Jozef Malinowski:  Not in attendance, sent in 7 page report of his recap 
of last year’s activity. 
Parks Committee:  Scott Mahardy reported that no one has stepped up yet, stated that 
Tim Decker is doing a nice job grooming the trails. 
Senior Citizen Director Lura Raymo:  Reminded everyone that the seniors do not meet 
when school has been cancelled due to weather.  Working on getting speakers to come 
in.   Busy setting up trips for the year, stated that there are still some issues with the 
door with the cold air coming in, and ice coming down off the roof. 



Youth Director Karen Day:  Winter program is off to a good start, attracted a good 
attendance at ice skating and mini golf.  Boonville search and rescue has been letting us 
use some skis and boots, looking for donations of cross country skis and boots, trying to 
get the old ones from Deerfield Elementary.  New appointments turned in to Scott. 
Tax Collector Don Key:     Nothing to report. 
Attorney for the Town William Schmitt:  Nothing to report. 
 
MEDIA  
 
LATE PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 
James Moran spoke about his concern over a level 2 sex offender that has moved in up 
the street from him.  Being a father of two young boys, he finds this very upsetting.  
Thought that a level 2 sex offender could not live within certain areas of where children 
frequent.  Mr. Sacco asked if he tried to contact the Oneida County Sherriff in regards to 
this, Mr. Moran stated that he has tried to get in contact with Tina Coombs, who is in 
charge of this area.  Mr. Sacco told Mr. Moran that if he has not heard anything in 48 
hours to please contact him. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Not needed 
 
MOTION TO PAY BILLS 
Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and Councilperson Mike Collins seconded a 
motion to pay Capital Fund bill number 1.  Councilpersons Ellsworth, Benzo, Collins, 
Barone, and Supervisor Scott Mahardy voted yes, and the motion was approved. 
 
Councilperson Dave Barone moved and Councilperson Charles Ellsworth seconded a 
motion to pay Sewer Fund bill number 1.  Councilpersons Ellsworth, Benzo, Collins, 
Barone, and Supervisor Scott Mahardy voted yes, and the motion was approved. 
 
Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and Councilperson Dave Barone seconded a 
motion to pay General Fund bills 1 through 50.  Councilpersons Ellsworth, Benzo, 
Collins, Barone, and Supervisor Scott Mahardy voted yes, and the motion was 
approved. 
 
Councilperson Pat Benzo moved and Councilperson Charles Ellsworth seconded a 
motion to pay Highway Fund bills number 1 through 17.  Councilpersons Ellsworth, 
Benzo, Collins, Barone, and Supervisor Scott Mahardy voted yes, and the motion was 
approved. 
 
ADJOURN 
Councilperson Charles Ellsworth moved and Councilperson Pat Benzo seconded a 
motion to adjourn.  Councilpersons Ellsworth, Benzo, Collins, Barone, and Supervisor 
Scott Mahardy voted yes, the motion was approved, and the meeting was adjourned at 
8:07 PM. 
 
 
 



Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Tracy J. Jubis, Town Clerk 


